EINSTEIN’S PANTS WORK-SHOP 

This workshop is designed for use with the Einstein’s Pants performance by Solomon Theatre Company. It can be adapted for use generally.

Warm up games (15mins)

The workshops start with some warm up ‘drama games’ after which the children will be in small groups of 8-10.

Children consider the cards in groups (20mins)

Each child is given one card from the pack.

Each card has a picture and a fact about sustainability along with a possible impact of the fact e.g.
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The children discuss the cards in their groups and must determine which they consider the most and the least important.  They then put them into some sort of order – a ‘rough diamond’ 
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Asking a question or making a point

They will then get the opportunity to meet one of the main characters from the theatre performance. Each group will present a question, or make a point to him based on the card they considered the most important. 

They must choose one member of the group to present the fact. If the fact has already been presented by a previous group they should choose the next highest card in their diamond. 

Meeting Mr Brighouse, guidelines for pupils (20 mins):

Mr Brighouse loves Global Warming, after all he’s just bought an air-conditioning company, a sun cream franchise and some land that will form the new coast. He’s standing for Mayor to implement policies to accelerate Global warming. After his introduction speech to the students he will take questions. Students should seek to explore his views and maybe change his mind.

· Students  don’t have to be themselves when they  talk to Mr Brighouse. Perhaps pretend to be someone else. Maybe someone who is handicapped, old or vulnerable? Perhaps you are a fisherman? A doctor? A builder? Someone who lives on a small island in the Pacific? Most groups enjoy being from the press, channel 4 news or Green weekly….

· Try to think of different impacts other than those on the card

· Think about countries other than England.

· You should try to change his mind, make him see sense. Don’t just attack him!

· Please be polite at all times!

Conclusion, what can we do to help - a selection of Tips

· Turn off the lights when you leave a room- Lighting accounts for 10-15% of the electricity bill.

· Don’t leave your TV, hi-fi or computer on when you don’t need to - Many electrical appliances such as these continue using electricity even if you are not using them.

· Take a shower rather than a bath - An ordinary shower uses 40% of the hot water needed for a bath

· Only boil the amount of water you need in the kettle

· If you have one, use a microwave for cooking small items - Microwaves use less electricity than an oven and don’t require pre-heating.

· Allow food to cool before putting into the fridge or freezer - Hot food will make the fridge or freezer work harder

· Leave the car behind - Can you make your journey on foot, by bike or using public transport? 

· Go for a smaller car - A small, fuel-efficient car will produce less polluting emissions

· Recycle and reuse - Recycling or reusing more of the things you throw away could help combat climate change since it takes more energy to make products from virgin materials than by using recycled materials:

